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EXDIS 


Message Text 


E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, JO, SY, LE 

SUBJECT: TALK WITH JORDANIAN COURT CHIEF SHARAF ON SYRIA 
AND LEBANON 


1 . IN MEETING AUGUST 28 ROYAL COURT CHIEF ABDUL HAMID 
SHARAF MENTIONED TO ME THAT HE WAS LEAVING THAT AFTERNOON 
TO VISIT SYRIAN PRESIDENT ASSAD. 


2. SHARAF SAID THE SYRIANS TEND TO GET NERVOUS AND SUS- 
PICIOUS WHEN THEY ARE OUT OF TOUCH! SHARAF IMPLIED ON THE 
MIDEAST NEGOTIATION ISSUE) AND MAJOR OBJECTIVE OF SHARAF’S 
VISIT IS TO TRY TO KEEP SYRIANS CALM BEFORE CAMP DAVID 
MEETING. (WITHOUT SAYING SO EXPLICITLY, SHARAF WILL UN- 
DOUBTEDLY GO OVER CAUTIOUS JORDANIAN POSITION ON MIDEAST 
NEGOTIATIONS AND REASSURE SYRIANS ON JORDANIAN POSTURE ON 
CAMP DAVID SUMMIT.) 

3. SHARAF SAID MAJOR ISSUE JORDAN WISHES TO DISCUSS IS 
LEBANON. SHARAF QUESTIONED ME CLOSELY ON OUR PERCEPTION 
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OF CURRENT LEBANESE SITUATION AND ASKED ME POINTEDLY 
WHETHER WE THOUGHT SYRIANS WERE OUT TO ANNIHILATE THE 
LEBANESE MILITIAS. IN REPLY I SAID I HAD NOT SEEN ANY 
ASSESSMENT OF RECENT FIGHTING IN NORTH LEBANON AND WE HAD 
NO FIRM FIX ON ULTIMATE SYRIAN INTENTIONS BUT THAT OUR 
GENERAL IMPRESSION HAS BEEN THAT SYRIAN ADF ACTIONS WERE 
NOT AIMED AT ANNIHILATION OF CHRISTIAN MILITIAS, BUT 
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RATHER AT TEACHING THEM A LESSON FOLLOWING CONSIDERABLE 
CHRISTIAN MILITIA PROVOCATION. IF THE MILITIAS DID NOT 
LEARN THE LESSON, AND MANY SEEMED NOT TO WANT TO DO SO, 

THEN THE SYRIANS MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO RESUME THEIR 
ACTIVITIES. I MENTIONED OUR CONCERN THAT SYRIAN ARTILLERY 
BARRAGES AGAINST CIVILIAN AREAS WERE OUT OF PROPORTION 
TO PROVOCATION AND WERE ALIENATING CHRISTIAN CIVILIANS. I 
ALSO MENTIONED OUR GENERAL IMPRESSION AND HOPE THAT ISRAELIS 
WERE PROBABLY GOING TO KEEP A LOW PROF IL E IN LEBANON PRIOR 
TO CAMP DAVID TALKS, THAT SOUTH LEBANON DOES NOT APPEAR IN 
A CRISIS SITUATION AND THAT DESPITE SOME DISENGAGEMENT, 

BEIRUT REMAINS A SERIOUS POTENTIAL PROBLEM. 

4. COMMENT: I HOPE SHARAF'S VISIT TO SYRIA WILL SERVE ITS 
INTENDED PURPOSE. SHARAF SEEMED SOMEWHAT NERVOUS ABOUT 
LEBANESE SITUATION AND I THINK HIS OBJECTIVE WAS TO RE- 
ASSURE THE SYRIANS REGARDING JORDAN'S CAUTIOUS POSTURE 
REGARDING CAMP DAVID TALKS, SO THAT SYRIANS WILL NOT BE 
TEMPTED TO TAKE ANY ACTION IN LEBANON(AND SHARAF DID NOT 
SUGGEST HE HAD ANY INFORMATION SYRIANS INTENDED TO DO SO) 
THAT COULD COMPLICATE THE AREA ATMOSPHERE IN THE MEANTIME. 
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